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   The CETAC-West program has equal or 
better rates of success for its participants than 
similar world class Entrepreneurial Support 
Programs (ESP) offered at prestigious 
institutions. A paper from Dr. Geoff Gregson 
from the University of Edinburgh Business 
School titled An International Comparison of 
Programmes Supporting New Enterprise: 
How does CETAC-WEST Measure Up? 
concludes that “CETAC-WEST’s track record 
on firm survival ranks it ahead of other high-
performing ESP’s (eg. Austin Tech Incubator: 
80%; EPIS [Edinburgh Pre-Incubator 
Scheme]: 90%).”
   Integral to CETAC’s program is the Entre-
preneur to CEO workshop which is now in its 
18th year. This four-day intensive learning 
session has been called a “one-week MBA” 
by some alumni. Participants this year 
included 41 entrepreneurs, 10 participants 
from support organizations (IRAP and AITF) 
and 18 mentors and special guests.  
   As part of the introductory events, two 
people received Entrepreneur of the Year 
Awards in 2014 for business success that 
surpasses even the high achievement 
synonymous with CETAC’s history. Quinn 
Holtby and John Sames both started 
companies which now operate in 64 countries.    
   Quinn Holtby, President and CEO of 
Katch Kan, shared his experiences with the 
approximately 60 people who attended the 
beginning day’s sessions.

   
   In 1978, when Holtby was 18 years old, he 
took his first job as a roughneck on a drilling 
rig and within seconds received the honorary 
water hosing from his brother-in-law. 
Instantly Holtby was soaking wet, an 
experience he and other workers underwent 
daily on rigs everywhere, with reel hosings 
coming from drilling fluid, a concoction of 
chemical-filled liquids. Holtby expressed 
daily rig reality this way: “And so what 
happens when it’s forty below and you’re 
walking around the drilling rig with coveralls 
stiff ‘cause you freeze up. There’s a whole 

venue of injuries that are related to trying to 
get out of your frozen coveralls ‘cause you’re 
using steam to thaw out the zipper ‘cause 
you’re 18 years old and you want to get to 
town…so you use the 700 degree steam to 
thaw out the zipper and it goes right through 
and burns your leg. The whole story is quite 
repetitive.”
   Eventually, Holtby left the drilling floor 
saying, we can do better on a number of 
things and “I’m going to come back to this 
industry and we’re going to change the way 
we do things. That was my commitment,” 
Holtby told his audience. 
   Holtby began by developing the “Katch 
Kan,” which collects and recycles drilling 
fluid on the rigs. The innovation offers 
savings as well as environmental benefits to 
rig operators because they can recycle 
drilling fluids and not dispose of them. 
   Holtby’s exposure to CETAC came in 
1999, about five years after he started Katch 
Kan Inc. He had already achieved some 
success in Western Canada with the Katch 
Kan and was trying to figure out how to go 
international.
   Katch Kan now holds over 80 patents and 
Holtby believes his company helped drive a 
paradigm shift in the oil industry regarding 
zero discharge and zero spills from well 
operations.
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Workshop attendees, facilitators and mentors pose for a group photo on the
campus of The Banff Centre of Management.

Joe Lukacs presenting Quinn Holtby with 
CETAC’s Entrepreneur of the Year award.

Sp
ec

ia
l I

ss
ue

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
Ju

ne
 2

01
4



Throughout the workshop, CETAC-WEST presents annual Achievement Awards for 
individuals who exhibit exceptional innovation, tenacity and other entrepreneurial skills. 
This year’s Achievement Award winners included:   

Henri Tessier and Thomas MacArthur – 
Calscan Energy (An oilfield solutions company 
that manufactures and engineers zero emission solar 
power electric control systems for well site 
separators, low flow accurate vent gas meters and 
high efficiency separator packages);  

B.J. Min and Jevins Waddell – 
TRIUM Environmental Inc. (A remediation 
company whose projects have included, active 
retail gas stations, abandoned pipelines, abandoned 
wellsites, aged bio-piles, flare pits and military 
fuel storage facilities); 

Natasha and Elysia Vandenhurk – 
Three Farmers (A company that makes camelina 
oil, a new cold-pressed cooking oil high in Omega 3 
fatty acids).

  
 John Sames, also distinguished himself from 
other CETAC alumni with an Entrepreneur 
of the Year Award.  
   Sames, who recently stepped down as 
President and CEO of Sulphur Experts, said 
his company, with its current staff of fifty 
people, has “the largest collection of expertise 
in this particular business in the world – more 
than Exxon – more than Shell.”
   

   Since Sulphur Experts began its first techni-
cal seminars in 1977, it has trained over 
10,000 engineers and technologists interna-
tionally. Sames said that the most important 
thing about his company is − that by teaching, 
his company is actually leading the industry in 
a way that CETAC encourages its participants 
to do. 
   Sulphur Experts was originally established     
as Western Research and Development by       
Joe Lukacs in 1964, but that company was 
undergoing a transition. Sames saw the 
opportunity in purchasing the intellectual 
property, and created the business that was 
Sulphur Experts.
   Sames said that right from the beginning, 
“We decided that we were going to be the 
experts. We certainly hired the right people. 
I have a philosophy of going out and hiring      
the top individuals in a particular process        
and developing them as experts. We wrote   
the books on this particular business and  
when you start writing books and publishing 
and lecturing…people start trusting you as  
the recognized process expert and it snowballs 
from there…and you are the experts. So in 
the end our clients branded us the ‘Sulphur 
Experts.’ ”

To show their continued support for its 
highly successful endeavors, Friends 
of CETAC officials Louise Clarke and 
Lynda Skene presented CETAC Presi-
dent and CEO Joe Lukacs a cheque
for $175,000 from fundraising. The 
presentation was made at the annual 
Entrepreneur to CEO Workshop held 
in Banff at the spectacular Kinnear 
Centre for Creativity and Innovation 
the last week of April. 

Joe Lukacs with CETAC Entrepreneur of 
the Year award winner, John Sames.
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