
CETAC-WEST is a private sector, not-for-profit corporation committed to helping small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) engaged in the development and commercialization of new environmental 
technologies. 
 
Established in 1994, CETAC-WEST delivers its services to SMEs in the four western provinces through 
its office in Calgary. The corporation is part of Alberta's Regional Innovation Network and is support-
ed by the Province of Alberta, Environment Canada and other federal departments. CETAC has formed 
linkages between technology producers, industry experts and investment sources to facilitate this 
process. 
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Friends of CETAC raise over $100,000 in donations

The weather was winter frigid and 
dark, but inside the Calgary Glencoe 
Club, under the sparkle of chandeliers 
the ambiance was warm and festive     
as over 200 participants celebrated the 
successes of the Canadian Environ-
mental Technology Advancement      
Corp. – WEST (CETAC-WEST).  

The Friends of CETAC-WEST raised 
over $100,000 through an auction 
during which guests perused diverse 
items such as hand-tooled leather 
portfolios in warm shades of red-
bronze, golf vacations, tiny pink booties 
for little girls, and ski vacations which 
were offered up for silent bidding.  

Meanwhile Murray Smith, former 
Alberta Cabinet Minister under the  

Klein government, and current member 
of the member of Energy Advisory Board 
of TD Securities Inc, auctioned off         
a triptych by world-famous artist    
Attila Richard Lukacs.   

But the highlight of the evening  
was a cartoon, affectionately dubbed 
Joda (joh-dah), presented to Joe Lukacs, 
President and CEO of CETAC, who      
has offered his personal brand of  
good-humored, curmudgeonly wisdom 
and expertise to entrepreneurs for  
more than 15 years.

The audience also learned from      
a survey conducted by ITRACKS that 
CETAC-supported companies have 
outperformed other start-ups with such 
enviable statistics as: 

• 94% survival rate of    

CETAC-WEST clients 
(compared to 20%   
national average) 

• 25% annual increases      
in job creation

• 12% of operating 
companies’ revenue is 
export driven
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Caricature of President and CEO, Joe Lukacs, presented to him at  
The Friends of CETAC-WEST November 2010 fundraiser.



Upcoming Events

Hope to see you soon!

June 23, 2011
CETAC-WEST
Calgary Peer Advisory 
Meeting at the Glencoe Golf 
and Country Club from 3 to      
5 pm. This meeting will be a 
follow-up to the CETAC 2011 
Entrepreneur to CEO Work-
shop and we are excited to 
learn more about your progress 
since the session.

September 29, 2011
CETAC-WEST
Annual General Meeting 
We hope that you will be able  
to join our Board of Directors, 
Team of Mentors and meet 
many of CETAC Alumni, new 
clients and friends!  

November 1 - 3, 2011
The Global Clean Energy 
Congress will bring together 
leading experts from around 
the world in the field of clean 
energy technologies and 
strategies. Please visit their 
website for additional 
information at 
globalcleanenergycongress.com

February 13 - 17, 2012
CETAC-WEST’s 16th Annual 
Entrepreneur to CEO 
Workshop at the Banff Centre 
for Management. Planning for 
our 2012 session is already 
underway! Next year’s theme 
will be on managing growth and 
nurturing the network. Mark 
your calendars and join us!

focus 
is a publication of

CETAC-WEST
3608 - 33 Street NW

Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2L 2A6       
1.403.777.9595        

www.cetacwest.com

CETAC Stars
Sean Frisky, president and founder   

of Ground Effects Environmental (GEE) 
Services Inc., attributes his meteoric 
success to determination and a lucky  
chain of events that introduced him to   
the Canadian Environmental Technology 
Advancement Corp. – WEST (CETAC-WEST) 
thirteen years ago.  

Since 1998, Frisky’s company has 
developed many technologies to clean   
soil and groundwater contamination        
in hundreds of sites across Canada,       
the United States and internationally.

Last month, CETAC named Frisky as 
Entrepreneur of the Year. His company has 
pioneered a technology which potentially 
can revolutionize water use in fracking 
shale gas wells. Each frack job requires 
anywhere from two to 70 million litres     
of fresh water.  

Electro-Pure technology uses elec-
tricity for electrochemical reactions which 
break down the compounds allowing 
companies to recycle the water.

The CETAC award is Frisky’s latest 
citation which includes the prestigious   
3M Canada Award for Excellence in 
Emerging Technology and the Northern 
Light Award at the 23rd annual Canadian 
Advanced Technology Alliance Innovation 
Awards in 2008. In addition, Frisky has 
received three finalist designations for the 
Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year 
since 2005, as well as the Deloitte Green 
15 Technology Award in 2008 and 2009.

“When I started the company 13 years 
ago, the Industrial Research Assistance 
Program (IRAP) of the National Research 
Council introduced me to a CETAC 
workshop that was in Saskatchewan at the 
time. It was paid through the National 
Research Council and that’s where I met 
Joe (Lukacs),” Frisky said. Lukacs “does the 
entrepreneurial workshops every year.”  

Frisky’s background is in environ-
mental engineering with a specialty in soil 
reclamation, and as a third-year engineer-
ing student he started his company in 
1998.  

“I was 29,” Frisky said. “I was still 
going to school, but I had a couple of big 
mobile plants that basically ran on their 
own and so essentially I ran a full-service 
business just by myself. But I was able to 
support myself and my wife going to 
school.”  

With the downturn in the economy 
Frisky’s soil remediation technology “kind 
of dropped off the map. People quit 
spending money there,” so the company 
focused its energy and resources on 
developing a water treatment technology.  

The technology remediated salt sites 
using electric kinetics. It became the 
platform technology for the fracking 
process.  

With thousands of wells being fracked 
across North America, GEE’s technology 
has the potential to be a game changer in 
the business.  

CETAC-WEST President, Joe Lukacs 
presents Sean Frisky of Ground Effects 
Environmental (GEE) Services Inc. with 
the 2011 Entrepreneur of the Year Award.

http://globalcleanenergycongress.com
http://globalcleanenergycongress.com
http://www.cetacwest.com
http://www.cetacwest.com

