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An Alberta company is setting a new
standard for tank storage design in North
America with its patented internal chamber
system that improves safety while saving
industry time and money.
Enviro Vault Canada Ltd, established in
1996 by Russ Hebblethwaite, has over
21,000 Enviro Vault equipped tanks in the
field today with nearly 3,800 units
installed in 2011 alone. The Enviro Vault®
patents are based on the concept whereby
a recessed chamber is installed “inside”
above-ground storage tanks. Usually
associated with the oil industry, Enviro
Vault is now expanding into other tank
applications such as hazardous materials,
asphalt, etc.
With ground level access, the Enviro
Vault contains all valves, piping, sample
taps, electronic controls and, if necessary,
a heater so that maintenance and servicing
are minimized. This reduces the need to
climb ladders to access valves or to enter
enclosed areas such as external shacks
commonly attached to the tank that pose
the ever present danger of toxins including hydrogen sulphide fumes. An added
feature is a lockable door to prevent
vandalism or theft.
According to Russ, oil company studies
show that the cost of an Enviro Vault
product is paid back quickly from savings

With the DuoVault®, the ERCB does not require additional secondary containment
measures such as dikes or berms (current requirements Directive 55).
realized by avoiding the costs of cleaning
up spills from valves, or obtaining
steamers to thaw frozen valves, not to
mention any service provider standby
charges waiting for the valves to be
thawed. The Enviro Vault also improves
worker efficiency and safety, the look of
the lease, and can reduce the costs of
reclaiming the lease once operations
cease. In addition to offering the smallest
footprint, Enviro Vault equipped tanks are
shipped field ready and require no
additional field installed add-ons.
Russ, who owned and operated an oil
field service company originally based in
Elk Point Alberta, has first-hand
knowledge of the many issues related to
the operation of storage tanks. “What got
me close to tanks initially were steam/
pressure wash trucks. In the summer time
we’d be dispatched to clean the exteriors
of tanks among other things…clean the
valves or overflows out of the tops of
tanks, which inevitably resulted in oil and
cleaning chemicals on the ground around
the tank.”
With an ongoing focus on operator
safety and environmental stewardship,
Enviro Vault continues to develop innovative new tank technology solutions.
Recently, the company launched the
DuoVault® model. The DuoVault incorp-

orates the Enviro Vault system in a tankin-tank design that features a full height,
uninterrupted interstitial space with all
valves and piping contained within the
tank. The DuoVault offers industry an
ERCB accepted alternative to secondary
containment dike systems; allowing oil
and gas producers full tank portability
without having to Remove and Install dike
systems. The DuoVault includes
containment for the valves and piping,
containment for fluid transfer leaks, antisyphon devices, 110% secondary
containment, and continuous
uninterrupted interstitial space around the
primary tank to the high fluid level. The
system is also equipped with a visual
alarm and subsequent shut down for any
leaks detected in the interstitial space as
well as an overfill alarm with an inlet
shut-down switch.
In addition to the DuoVault, Enviro
Vault has been working on new models
such as ThermoVault®, FloVault®, and
ScrubberVault™ to address other storage
tank issues.
For more information on
Enviro Vault’s
full range of products and benefits,
please visit their website at
www.envirovault.com

Company Founder and CEO Contributes
Early Success to Entrepreneur to CEO
Workshop

Upcoming Events
Hope to see you soon!
February 13 - 17, 2012
CETAC-WEST’s 16th Annual
Entrepreneur to CEO
Workshop at the Banff Centre
for Management. This year’s
theme will be managing growth
and nurturing the network.
Mark your calendars and join

“Growing a business is a lonely
undertaking unless you have
support.”
For Ian Dowsett, former CEO and
President of First Response Emergency
Services LTD. that help came from
CETAC-WEST and its Entrepreneur To
CEO workshop, a five-day intensive
learning experience that Ian compares to
a “one-week MBA.”
Ian, whose company went from one to
23 employees in six years, recently sold
his company to Skystone Engineering.
When discussing his own success in
growing his company during tough
economic times, he said, “I probably would
have succeeded but it would have taken
me a lot longer.”
Ian took the CETAC Entrepreneur to CEO
workshop three times, learning something
different and relevant each time. Explaining his decision to repeat the session, Ian
said “We only know what we know. As you
grow a business, the things of interest to
you change and typically the stuff you
picked up in the first year as you just got
going were enough to digest. And the
following years, more stuff was covered
and you get more help, but you weren’t
ready to learn it until you needed to learn
it. I found that very useful.”
Ian said that the Workshop brought
home the point that all businesses have

some common elements; particularly the
problems of cash flow for long-term
success.
“These issues are relatively the same
regardless of what the company is…so
that was the eye opener for me – that we
can think about things in a different way
than we had been used to and if we
needed help, we could always pick up the
phone and ask Joe for some advice.”
The structure of the CETAC workshop
varies slightly from year to year but the
basic elements remain the same. According to Ian, the workshop devotes every
day to a particular theme - managing for
success, marketing, financial, corporate
leadership and mentoring. The core
element and what Workshop leaders bring
to the table however, is the process on
how to take a technology start-up
company through financing at different
stages of the company and how you work
through that process.
Ian said his experiences at the CETAC
workshop helped him a lot both in the
structuring of the company and with the
financials. Furthermore, Ian cited that
some of the best support came in the
foundation of relationships and friendships that were formed over the years
with other attendees and CETAC-WEST
mentors.

CETAC-WEST is a private sector,
not-for-profit corporation
committed to helping small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
engaged in the development and
commercialization of new
environmental technologies.
Established in 1994, CETAC-WEST
delivers its services to SMEs in
the four western provinces through
its office in Calgary. The corporation is part of Alberta's Regional
Innovation Network and is supported by the Province of Alberta,
Environment Canada and other
federal departments. CETAC has
formed linkages between technology producers, industry experts
and investment sources to facilitate
this process.
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